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Greetings Everyone                         Newsletter Sept 2014 

 

It’s pretty good feeling the return of the warm spring winds even though the first couple of 

weeks of September have been uncharacteristically calm – what a bonus. In this issue read 

about: 

 

• Time in Service Recorder – where the rubber meets the road 

• Frost and helicopters 

• SMS and CAA 

• Noise Abatement Certificate Renewals 

• Tail Rotor 

• Last Word 

 

Time in Service Recorder proposal – where the rubber meets the road 

 

A large number of operators complain that no TiSR is available in spite of it being written 

into CAA Rules since about 2002 (CAR Part 91.509). We regularly hear allegations of 

cheating. Two recorders have been built but neither has made it to market. In both cases 

these were developed in isolation. That is, the developer tried to go it alone and then 

became discouraged for varying reasons. CAA actively supported the last developer but he 

elected not to go through the certification process in spite of the unit functioning 

satisfactorily. NZAAA and NZHA have always supported the introduction of TiSR’s because 

they will go a very long way to levelling the playing field and contributing significantly to 

flight safety. The entire Ag Industry rated the lack of a TiSR as the number one risk in last 

year’s AG SRP. It’s time for action - unless you have a better idea to beat the cheats. 

 

So we’re going to develop one ourselves. That’s right industry is going to build one. 

 

In simple terms here’s the process to be followed. 

 

1) Advise CAA that industry is developing a unit and needs an assurance from CAA that 

a unit will be mandated even if only one is available. 

2) Build a business case 

3) Invite investors – your chance 

4) Develop a unit  

5) Trial the unit 

6) Go through certification process 

7) Market the TiSRs 

 

So we asked the question of CAA, will you mandate 91.509 if there is only one TiSR on the 

market? Here is the response we received: 

 

“Despite the rule having been written, from a policy/rulemaking point of view, CAA would 

need to justify putting it in-force (Gazette) in the same way that we would any other rule 



amendment.  There are primarily three questions from the policy perspective: Is there still a 

problem? What are the options? What are the impacts on the industry of putting the rule in-

force?  All of these questions would need to be answered in a regulatory impact assessment 

before the Minister would agree to Gazette the rule.  A key part of that process would be to 

determine the approximate total cost of a TiSR installation, and Aviation NZ would need to 

give us some figures to work with. 

  

I also agree that the issue needs to be discussed and prioritised by senior management.  My 

suggestion is that this be raised for an issue assessment to confirm that there is still a 

problem, and the options for intervention.  The Issue Review Panel could then determine 

whether or not they agree, as well as the priority the CAA would like to place on resolving 

it.” 

 

At first take we were not pleased with this response but now understand that is the process 

that CAA is required to follow. 

 

We have been engaging with an eminently qualified project manager who has the talents to 

deliver the goods. From the outset he has emphasised that the development of the unit will 

not be done in isolation but will be the outcome of a number of stakeholders working 

together. The stakeholders will include the industry, investment advisors, technical people, 

Part 148 Organisation, and CAA. He cannot pull a price (to give CAA) out of a hat so he has 

given us an estimate to scope the whole project and develop a business plan. We said 

before that this is where the rubber meets the road.  

 

We are canvassing members for $20,000 to fund the scoping of the project. Donations 

should be tax deductible as this is a legitimate business expense, but they’re are unlikely to 

be refunded.  

 

Benefits Risks 

• The benefit of this project will be 

addressing the issue that is on 

everyone’s lips. 

• You most certainly will able to invest 

in the project at a later date when 

investors are required. 

• The risk is that for reasons beyond 

the control of the project team, the 

unit may not make it onto the 

market. 

• This risk is mitigated by having a 

whole group of professionals in the 

project team and not just one 

working in isolation which has seen 

other projects fail. 

 

What we want now is some cash to get the project under way. We ask that donations are 

made in multiples of $500 PLUS GST and that they are direct credited to a special account at 

Aviation NZ. The Acct Number is 03 0502 0013493 001. If you require a tax invoice prior to 

making your donation just request one. Otherwise you will be sent one on receipt of your 

donation. We would like to receive donations by 30th September. 

 

This is your chance to level the playing field. 

 



 

Frost and Helicopters 

 

So we’re into the frost season again. It pays to remember an old saying: we’re only here to 

help. Both CAA and Airways have produced some material and also provided the following 

text. 

The CAA currently allows frost protection operations to be carried out for hire or 

reward under Civil Aviation Rule Part 91. Note that any related flights with passengers 

onboard, such as reconnaissance flights to survey the vineyard, must be done by the 

holder of a Part 119 Air Operator Certificate. 

Pilots engaging in frost protection flying must hold a Commercial Pilot Licence, 

Helicopter, and a current night rating. 

The New Zealand Helicopter Association (NZHA) has published a standard operating 

procedure for Aerial Frostfighting Operations. This document provides guidance for 

managing risks associated with frost protection operations. It can be downloaded 

from the NZHA web site. 

Information for Helicopter Pilots in Marlborough 2014: Marlborough Frost Protection 

2014  and again at http://www.aia.org.nz/site/aianz/Frost%20fee%202014.pdf 

  

SMS and CAA 

 

We want to alert all readers to the really helpful information on SMS that CAA has posted to 

its website. If you’ve been in the back woods for a while you may have missed the news that 

the Minister for Transport has approved the introduction of the rule requiring SMS. Have a 

look at the helpful material at http://www.caa.govt.nz/SMS/index.htm 

 

Noise Abatement Certificate Renewals 

 
Noise Abatement Certificate on-line renewal assessments are available at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/Aircare 

 

 
Tail Rotor 

It’s not going to take the National Transportation Safety Board long to figure out why a 

helicopter crashed in Osage, Minnesota, last month while it was spraying for mosquitoes. 

The NTSB has released a preliminary report on the crash which occurred when a pilot made 

an emergency landing when the helicopter’s engine sputtered. When it hit the ground, it 

rolled over. According to the NTSB, the pilot checked the fuel three times, found water in 

the tank all three times, and took off anyway. 



While conducting a spray operation at 15 feet above the ground, the helicopter’s engine 

sputtered so the pilot pulled up on the collective. The engine momentarily stopped 

sputtering but then began to run rough and continued to sputter. The pilot made a forced 

landing and the helicopter impacted the ground and rolled on its side, which resulted in 

substantial damage to the fuselage, tail boom, and rotor blades. A postaccident examination 

of the helicopter revealed water contamination in the gascolator and the fuel tank. Also, 

water contamination was found in the company’s bulk fuel supply tank. 

The pilot noted that he checked the helicopter’s fuel tank three times and the samples 

contained water every time. The pilot discarded the samples and continued to operate with 

the contaminated fuel. 

 

Last Word 

 

As an argument on Health & Safety progressed, we heard this, “I’m not saying we should kill 

all the stupid ones. I’m just saying we should remove all the warning labels and wait............” 

 

Keep it safe out there and as usual, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and please 

support our sponsors.  
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